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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


Thanks and congratulations are in order for 


Sgt Al Rose for the fine job he did with the Y.v, 
m\ tripe Some thirty fans were on board for what 
}. ay/was probably the first and Jast fan trip over the 
(eee line. Thanks also to the Yosemite Valley manage- 
eiUeae ment tor the fine cooperation we had with the 
a= arrangements. Some of the photos in this issue 
will bear witness to the unusual photo opportunities that we 
were given that day. Fans were uniformily surorised to find 
that the Y.V. is in A-l shape, unlike most roads which are 
about to be abandoned. Indeed most of the criticism seemed 
to center on the cement company management for spreading the 
abandonment rumor that resulted in the sale of the mill to 
Kiaser. The Y.V. with the cement company revenues could 
have run indefinately. 


One of the fans has pointed out that we should have 
listed the Merced Gold Mining Company's #1, 0-4-OT, at 
Coulterville, Cale, among our Northern Calitornia Historic 
Locomotivese This little mining engine was set up as a 
monument in the center o1 Coulterville in 1939 after many 
years of disuse. 


The cable car sold to the movies a few months back has 
turned up in the movie "I Love a Soldier" which also features 
scenes on the Oakland ferry and SePe piere 


Several of you have inquired about your editor's cable 
car. It is o1d number 77 of the Market Street Railway which 
ran on Pacific Avenue. It is the closed trailer which was 
pulled by a "dummy" or open grip car. It is believed that it 
also operated as a horse car es this type rere often used 
interchangably.e It is now located on Erich Thompsen's farm 
in Mountain View. See photo below. 


LATE FLASH: Nevada County Narrow Gaugethas gone to Plaster City Cement 
Co., at £1 Centro, Calif. Modesto & Empire Traction Co. has purchased 
Santa Fe 2447: this locomotive will become M&ET #9. 


The Western Railroader © Page Two 





Cement 
rchased 


My Favorite Rail-Photo 


from the collection of Be He WARD 


Finding Santa Cruz Lumber Co. No. 1 was a great suprise 


to me as well as to the steam fans of this area. This out- 
fit is the only logging railroad in the coast range south of 
fan Francisco. Many times I have driven down the skyline 
Blvd and noticed a wye scar on the hillside to the west of 
the highway near the junction of Big Rasin and Boulder Creek 
roadse Each time I considered it aa an old rock slide 
little thinking that is was a log slide instead. It was not 
wtil 1936 when I wes camping in the Shrine Redwoods on the 
Pescadero River that the wail of a donkey engine whistle 
‘ntrigued me. The ceretaker's son clinched the deal by say- 

that the lumber outfit had some sort of a geared engine. 
Well, it did not take me long to crasn brush, follow deer 
and ranger trails to come upon the railroad. A short time 
later the shay came along with three flats headed to the 
logging show. The shay is a 45 ton job trom the Shaver Lake 
lumber Company and the flats are from the San Joaquin & East- 
(PN. They were brought in by truck as there is no rail con- 
nections end the last quarter mile by cableway to the site of 
the railroad. Prior to the railroad the loggers used the 
dragline system up to 1933. 

The railroad runs north along the banks of the Pescadero 
and the logging operations are confined to the slopes drain- 
ing into the rivere The rail runs about 70 1b some dating 
back to Krupp 1881. The line is typical logger style with 
Mny grades, curves and several crib bridges. In one place 
the roadbed is anchored to the hill above by cables to secure 
it ror the winter. In another place a high crip trestle has 
its base timbers anchored in the manner that would cause 
acivil engineer to gaspe 
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YOSEMITE VAL 


Merced to El Portal, CalifomSept: 














AILWAY EXCURSION 


peptember 4, 1944 














YOSEMITE VALLEY ABANDONMENT 

The Yosemite Valley Railway applied on August 31 for 
permission to abandon its entire line from Merced to z) 
Portal, a distance of 77.7 miles. With the closing of the 
Yosemite Sugar Pine and Yosemite Portland Cement the company 
was unable to consumate a reorganization plan filed in 1936. 


Some Yosemite Valley engines have been leased to the SP, 
and have been seen at various parts of the system. Number 25 
was seen at Napa, 29 at Vacaville and 26 at.Sacramento, 
Numbers 27 and 28 are still operating on the Yosemite Valley 
while 22 and 23 are in ded storage at Merced.-- 


CAL WESTERN ADDS #44 TO ROSTER 

The California Western Railroad has purchased Lamm Lumber 
Company #5 and has added it to its roster as #44. The engine 
is now in service on the freight drag. She is a 2-82 with 
44" drivers, 19"x24" cylinders, 190 lbs. steam pressure and 
129,000 lbs. weight on drivers built by Baldwin in 1930. 

The freight for willits leaves Fort Br. about 5:50 pem 
generally consisting of two trains one following shortly 
behind the other. Ten cars seems to be about all an engine 
can pull up the grade so when there are more, one of the 
trains is double headed. Engines 44 and 22 generally haul 
the treights with 21 and 41 as helpers when needed. Wo. 2) 
is generally used on the logger up the coast with 41 as an 
alternate. Noe 14 is the switcher in the yard. Two coaches 
are in use to haul the woodsmen to and trom the camp.e--Borden 


REPORT FROM WESTWOOD - Philip Ce Johnson 

The two electric locomotives #205 and 204 of the Red 
River Lumber Company have been sold to the Central California 
Traction Company at Stockton, Calif. 

The Almanor Railroad at Chester is ype with a small 
two-truck Heisler numbered 104 using an auxiliary 8-wheeled 
tender. The company plans to bring a second engine down 
trom their Pondosa, Oregon, operation as soon as they can 
spare it there. It will be a three-truck Heisler. Red River 
Junction, where the Almanor Railroad joins the WeP.'s Bieber 
line, has been renamed Clear Creek Junctione 


NEWS ON THE “BIG HILL" 

Southern Pacific narrow gauge 4-6-0 #14 is now stationed 
at Colfax as a statio boiler. 

The Southern Pacific branch trom Truckee to Tahoe City 
is now completely dismantled. 

Nevada County Narrow Gauge #8 is still at Colfax near 
the Standard 011 Plant. The snow plow is stranded at Grass 
Valley as the tracks are all upe 

Lake Tahoe Railway and Transportation Company #1, which 
was at Grass Valley for several years is now being restored 
at the State Museum at Carson City, Nevada, as Carson & Tahoe 
Lumber & Fluming #1, "Glenbrook". -- Bob Stein 


STATE BELT SELLS TWO STEAM ENGINES 

The State Belt has disposed of engines 6 and 7, 0-6-0!'s, 
as the new diesels have taken over waterrront switching. One 
was sold to the Yreka \Viestern, and the other was delivered to 
Port Chicago.e-- Whittaker 
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FRANCISCO TRANSIT ‘ 

The Municipal Railway of San Francisco will take ove 
peration of the Market Street Railway at 3 aeme on September 
29 The ci will take over the operating properties and 
ployees intact. 

Two cross over tracks are now being installed at Market 
nd Gough so that cars can transfer from the inside tracks to 
the outside tracks west of Gough temporarily while the inside 
tracks are removede The inside track will be relaid with new 
rail at which time the outside tracks will be removed west of 
(ough on Market. 

The steel cars on the H line will be transfered to the 
Duboce tunnel runs and wooden cars will be run on Van Ness. 

The Market Street #8 line will be run through Twin Peaks 
tunnel thense over the M line to Worcester and Junipero Serra 
Boulevarde 

The Market Street #31 trackage will be extended from 
fist Ave to connect with the B line tracks at 35rd to give 
service to the Beache 

Talk of Rapid Transit down the Peninsula via the 40 line 
has been revived by Municipal Railway officials, and a new 
route either via Twin Peaks or Bernal Cut is in prospecte 
fost is no object as Rapid Transit is the bait being offered 
gan Mateo County for an often discussed consolidation. 


BAST BAY TRANSIT 

The Shipyard Railway cars are now beirg equipped with 
grill work on the end platrorms to prevent the excape of cash 
qustomerse The Key units are now being painted again, some 
orange and grey, others orange and silver.--Cumming 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN JUICE NOTES 

Birneys are still running in Pueblo, Colorado, with new 
passing tracks being installed to handle increased service on 
the Park-Hill and Bessmer lines. The War Bond Car in Pueblo 
gives a free ride with each purchase of a 25¢ war stamp from 
the operatore 

Bamberger streamliner #129 is still in the shops and the 
latest news is that she will be repaired when parts can be 
obtained. 

Salt Lake & Utah 605 willsoon be running with trucks of 
610 which got burned very badly some time backe--Whittaker 


SACRAMENTO TRANSIT MERGER 

The Sacramento City Lines is operating the former Central 
California Traction and Sacramento Northern local lines as a 
single route using the CCT cars in through service between 
Colonial Heights and McKinley Park. The SN birney cars are 
used only tor extra carse Operations are out of the CCT barn 
as the Tine has no track connection with the rest of the 
system. While the CCT cars are painted Sacramento City 
Lines, the SN birneys are still lettered Sacramento Northerne 


SP GETS MORE NEW JERSEY COACHES 

Five more Central Railroad or New Jersey coaches have 
been recieved by the Southern Pacific for service. on the sub- 
urban service down the Peninsulae This brings to 19 the 
number of Central of New Jersey coaches in Peninsula services 
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California Western Buys Engine 


Here is a last minute 


Cal-Western's 


view of 


new #44 as taken 


by Stanley Borden at Ft Brage. 





THE YOSEMITE VALLEY RR. 


The Yosemite Valley Railway Co., as, the present 
company is known, was incorporated in California 
on October 23, 1934. and on December 23, 1935, ac- 
quired the property of the Yosemite Valley Rai! 
road Co. at a foreclosure sale of the latter company. 

Going into the history of the original company. 
we find that it was incorporated under the laws of 
California on December 19, 1902, the incorporators 
being Frank G. Drum, Thomas Prather and Wil 
liam Garthwaite, all of San Francisco. The company 
was incorporated for a period of fifty years. 

Construction began in 1905 and the road was 
completed on May 15, 1907. The company was ori- 
ginally organized for the purpose of affording ac- 
cess by rail to Yosemite ‘National Park. Previously 
the Park had only been reached by horse stage over 
70 or 80 miles of mountainous country. 

While the line was originally built to handle large 
courist traffic to and from Yosemite, several impor- 
tant industries have developed along the line, fur- 
nishing a substantial amount of freight trafic. The 
largest of thesz are the Yosemite Sugar Pine Lumber 


Co. at Merced Falls, Yosemite Portland Cement Co. 
at Merced and the National Lead Co. at El Portal. 

Leaving Merced, where the road connects with 
the Santa Fe and the Southern Pacific, it traverses 
the fertile San Joaquin Valley for twenty-four miles 
to Merced Falls. The remaining fifty-four miles to 
E| Portal follow the Merced River, for the most part 
through a rough and rugged canyon. 

The line was laid with new seventy-pound Bes- 
semer rail. Stecl bridges and frame trestles on con- 
crete foundations are used at the principle stream 
crossings. The maximum grade is two per ccnt and 
the maximum curvature eighteen degrecs. At pres- 
ent the cquipment consists of eight oil burning steam 
locomotives, seven passenger and 250 freight cars. 


A net profit has not been made 
since 1926 and for the four years 1931 to 1934, 
inclusive, an operating loss was sustained. That is, 
the revenues received were less than the money 
paid out for operating expenses alone. 


B.E. Bishop, WHEEL CLICKS 
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